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The Biodiversity Opportunity Areas (BOAs) are the regional priority areas of opportunity for restoration and creation of Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) habitats.
They are a spatial representation of BAP targets and are areas of opportunity, not constraint. The BOAs are the property of the South East England Biodiversity
Forum www.sebiodiversity.org.uk. Contains Ordnance Survey data Crown copyright and database right 2010

Bewl Water has been recognised as a Biodiversity Opportunity Area (BOA) as it represents
a priority area for the delivery of Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) targets. This is one of 75
such areas across Sussex. The BOA covers approximately 556 hectares.

This reservoir is the largest expanse of open water in Sussex and was created by
damming the River Bewl and flooding its three main tributary stream valleys. Bewl Water
is extremely important for large numbers of waders and wildfowl during the winter and as
a stopping point during migration. A total of 171 recorded species includes rare visitors
such as Great Northern Diver, Smew, Black-winged Stilt and Grey Phalarope, and high
wintering numbers of Great Crested Grebe, Little Grebe, Cormorant, Wigeon and Teal.
Great Crested Grebe and Common Tern breed here and there are usually good numbers of
migrating waders such as Spotted Redshank, Greenshank, Wood Sandpiper and Common
Sandpiper. The reservoir also provides habitat for dragonflies, with 20 species regularly
recorded.



BAP Habitat

Lowland heathland

Wood-pasture and parkland

Woodland

BAP Species 24 species recorded, with the following in the last ten years:

Species

Habitat Requirements

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis

Newly planted conifers or open heath, mixed deciduous woodland

Water Vole Arvicola terrestris

Rivers, ponds, canals and drainage ditches, reedbeds, fens, grazing
marsh, banks, slow-flowing waters

Scaup Aythya marila

Lakes, bogs and rivers, estuaries

Centre-Barred Sallow
Atethmia centrago

Woodland and hedgerows, larvae feed on Ash and Sallow

Lesser Redpoll Carduelis
cabaret

Birch and Alder woods, most common in the north in the summer

Hawfinch Coccothraustes
coccothraustes

Woodland, good supplies of fruit, seeds and keys, drinking pools

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus

Woodland, scrub, marshes, heathland, reedbed

Yellowhammer Emberiza
citrinella

Open countryside, scrubby areas, woodland edges, hedgerows,
insect-rich grassland, seed-rich areas

Reed Bunting Emberiza
schoeniclus

Wetlands including reedbeds, tall rushes and wet grassland with
good vegetation cover, gardens, farmland, hedgerows, ditches

Black-throated Diver Gavia
arctica

Breeds on freshwater, winters around sheltered coasts and
occasionally at inland freshwater

Wryneck Jynx torquilla

Mainly on the ground in open woodland, farmland, occasionally
seen in gardens

Heath Lobelia Lobelia urens

Grassy heaths, wettish, seasonally waterlogged with disturbance

Wood Lark Lullula arborea

Heathland, woodland, mosaic of scattered trees, bare ground, short
vegetation and taller vegetation, open seed-rich areas

Thin Weblet Meioneta mollis

Grassland with wet flushes and wet woodlands

Common Scoter Melanitta
nigra

Breed around mesotrophic waters, blanket bog and heathland,
winters around inshore waters

Spotted Flycatcher
Muscicapa striata

Open woodland and woodland edges, parks and gardens

Curlew NMumenius arquata

Reedbeds, estuaries, damp grassland, heathland, mosaic of tall
vegetation for nesting with short vegetation and open habitats for
feeding

House Sparrow Passer
domesticus

Urban areas, farmland, hedgerows

Grey Partridge Perdix perdix

Farmland, rush pastures, moors, mosaics of bare ground and cover,
hedgerows, uncultivated margins

Turtle Dove Streptopelia
turtur

Woodland edges, hedgerows and open land with scattered bushes

Great Crested Newt 7riturus
cristatus

Breeding sites are mainly medium-sized ponds, although ditches
and other waterbodies may be used, ponds with ample aquatic
vegetation, do not require very high water quality, but usually a
neutral pH. Hedgerows, mixed deciduous woodland

Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus

Short grassy areas

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus

Farmland, grazing marsh, wet meadows, seeds and insects




| Adder Vipera berus | Open heathland, woodland and moors, fens, cliff

Invasive Non-native Species five species recorded, with the following in the last
ten years:

New Zealand Pigmyweed Crassula helmsii

Cherry Laurel Prunus laurocerasus
Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum

Designated Sites

Bewl Water reservoir SNCI an extremely important site for waders and wildfowl, with good
habitat provided for dragonflies.

Opportunities Identified

= Wetland habitat management, restoration and creation
= Access improvements
» Policy integration
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